
  

 

Artist: Pearl Fryar  

Video 5: Philosophy  

Fryar: It’s not so much as to how good you think you are when you go to do something, or if….It doesn’t 

matter whether it’s academic. It doesn’t matter whether….It’s how good other people think you are. You 

see what I mean? It’s not important to…for me to walk around and say, “Well, I can do this and I can do 

that” or “I’m good at this and I’m good at that,” and no one else thinks it. It’s not going to go anyplace. 

So at the moment that someone else thinks that you’re exceptional—in any area—then that’s what’s 

going to make a difference.  

So you’re the one to determine that, you know? Am I going to work to a point that…am I going to do 

anything I’m going to do to a certain level just to get by, or am I going to take it to the point that 

people’re going…it’s going to attract people’s attention? And they’re the ones that’s going to determine 

where it goes.  

And then the other thing is…it’s very important that people that can make a difference will make a 

difference. There’s no way in the world that I would’ve accomplished some of the things that I’ve 

accomplished without these people saying, “You can do it.” So my, my point is that, if we can make a 

difference…if there’s any situation where you can make a difference, then I think we should do it.  

And that’s how we change our society. That’s how we change our communities. That’s how we change 

our families. It’s done almost one person at a time. So that would be what I have gotten out of what I 

do.  

And I, I do hope that it’s an inspiration more so than whether the place is saved or what I’ve done. If I 

have just made one difference in one person, then it’s worth it all.   

 


