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Video 5: White Cedar  

Boozer: My teacher, Olin Ballentine, that, that taught me all about woodworking--and especially working 

with antique tools--he worked for the South Carolina Forestry Commission for years and years and 

years, and knew that there was this pocket of Atlantic white cedar close by. And we just developed a 

very good relationship with the family, and I basically cut these trees on the even year every two years.  

There’s one of the most beautiful stands of Atlantic white cedar you’ll ever see. We’re here.  

The white cedar is extremely light. It’s extremely durable. It has a wonderful aromatic smell when 

you…it’s being cut or sawed. And it’s…it has been used over the centuries as a boat-building material 

because of its permanence, its resistance to marine borers and different marine life that attacks wood. 

So it’s, it’s the perfect wood for building boats or making decoys, which is really a modified boat.  

One of the first things we do when we enter the swamp and try to figure out a tree to select is, first of 

all, the size. It has to be the correct size to make the particular decoy or species of decoy that I want to 

make.  

Then we begin to look at the bark. If the bark twists around the tree or spirals around the tree, such as 

this tree behind me, we know that the grain in that tree is not going to work very well with hand tools. 

It’ll be going in a bunch of different directions.  

This is a perfect tree for cutting to make decoys. As you can see, as opposed to the last tree we looked 

at, the bark is running basically straight up the trunk. And that tells me that the grain under that bark is 

running straight, which means it’ll be easy to work, it’ll be very durable, and it won’t have many splits in 

it.  

I like to, to make sure I leave what’s necessary to replenish the forest. And, and, therefore, I, I simply cut 

enough trees on a…on a two-year cycle to, to fill my demands and my customers’ demands.  

 


