If you ever took a
tour around
Daufuskie Island,
you might have
seen a unique
animal running
around. It looks like
a big squirrel with
gray and black
colors, and it's
called the Grey Fox
Squirrel. These

special squirrels have been on Daufuskie Island for a long time.

Why do Grey Fox Squirrels look different from other squirrels?
Scientists think it's because of the relationship between these squirrels
and a tree. Fox Squirrels really like to eat the seeds from the cones of
the Longleaf Pine tree, which used to be common on Daufuskie.
Longleaf pinecones are some of the biggest cones in the Southeastern
United States. It's believed that having a big body was helpful for the
Fox Squirrel when trying to get the seeds from these large cones. So,
over time, squirrels with larger bodies were chosen.

The black-and-gray colors of the Fox Squirrels might also be connected
to the Longleaf Pine. This pine tree can resist fire and grows well in
places that have fires. In the past on Daufuskie, there would be fires
caused by lightning strikes in areas with leaf litter. The smoky colors of
the Fox Squirrels might have helped them blend in when the forest was
burned. Whatever the reason for their unique look, these squirrels are

special on our island!
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