Fishing Cat: Who Eats Whom?
Student Handout (Grades 4–5)
Name: _______________________________          Date: _______________
Vocabulary
1. Food chain – a line of living things showing who eats whom and how energy moves
1. Producer – makes its own food using energy from the sun (plants, algae)
1. Consumer – gets energy by eating other living things
1. Herbivore / Carnivore / Omnivore – eats plants / eats animals / eats both
1. Decomposer – breaks down dead plants and animals and returns nutrients (bacteria, fungi)
1. Food web – many food chains linked together
Before You Watch
What do you think the fishing cat eats? Where does that food get its energy?


While You Watch
What does the fishing cat eat?


How does the fishing cat catch its food? Which body parts or behaviors help?


What other living things might share the fishing cat's wetland home?



Part 1: Build a Food Chain
Use the organism cards and arrow cards. Build a food chain that starts with the sun and ends with the fishing cat. Write each name below and draw the arrows. Remember: the arrow points to the one that gets the energy.
	
	→
	
	→
	
	→
	



Part 2: Build a Food Web
Glue all the organism cards onto chart paper and connect them with arrow cards to show who gets energy from whom. Then sort the role label cards and complete the table.
	Organism
	Producer, Consumer, or Decomposer?
	Herbivore, Carnivore, or Omnivore?

	Algae & Water Plants
	
	

	Snail
	
	

	Small Fish
	
	

	Frog
	
	

	Snake
	
	

	Water Bird
	
	

	Fishing Cat
	
	

	Bacteria & Fungi
	
	


Part 3: Remove a Card
Your teacher says: "A wetland is drained for farmland and the Small Fish disappear." Remove the Small Fish card. Follow your arrows. What happens to the fishing cat and to the other animals in the food web? Explain your thinking.




Show What You Know
Explain in 2–3 sentences where the fishing cat's energy first came from. Use the words sun, producer, and consumer.




Extension: My South Carolina Food Chain
Build a food chain from a South Carolina habitat (like a saltmarsh). How is it the same as the fishing cat's? How is it different?
	
	→
	
	→
	
	→
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