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Before We Watch
A pattern of stripes or spots could help an animal blend into sunlight and shadow. Write your prediction: which pattern would help the most, and why?
 
 
Vocabulary
	Trait — a feature of an organism, such as shell pattern or leg shape

	Camouflage — coloring or patterning that helps an organism blend into its surroundings

	Habitat — the specific place, with its own conditions, where an organism lives

	Ectothermic — relying on the environment (not the body itself) to regulate body temperature

	Thrive — to do well and grow successfully in a particular environment


While We Watch
Describe the radiated tortoise’s shell pattern. What might it help the tortoise do?
 
 
What does the tortoise do on a very hot day? What does this tell you about what it needs?
 
 
What happens to the tortoise’s activity level when it rains? Why might that be?
 
 
What foods does the radiated tortoise eat?
 




After Watching — Discussion
Why would blending in matter for a slow-moving animal?
 
 
If a radiated tortoise were placed in a cold, wet climate, would it thrive, struggle, or fail to survive? Use evidence from the video.
 
 
 
My CER (Claim, Evidence, Reasoning)
Prompt: The radiated tortoise’s shell pattern is a helpful trait for surviving in its habitat.
I claim that _________________________________________________
The video shows ____________________________________________
 
This means that __________________________________________
 
