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Purpose 
 
Use this planning template to reflect on current instructional approaches and identify ways to 
strengthen civic reasoning and student engagement when teaching the legislative process. 
 
This template is intended to support professional reflection and lesson planning as you consider 
how students experience legislative process instruction in your classroom. 
 
Part 1: Reflecting on Current Practice 
 
Current Instructional Approaches 
How do students currently learn about the legislative process in your classroom? 
 

​Flowcharts or diagrams 
​Vocabulary instruction 
​Guided notes or lecture 
​Simulation or role-play activities 
​Discussion or debate 
​Current event connections 
​Bill tracking or policy analysis  
​Other: __________________________________ 

 
 
Student Understanding 
Which area do students appear to struggle with most? 
 

​Understanding procedural steps 
​Connecting government to real-world issues 
​Explaining why legislation changes 
​Understanding stakeholder perspectives 
​Explaining the role of compromise 
​Understanding citizen influence 
​Participating in discussion or analysis 
​Other: __________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                



 

Part 2: Instructional Shifts 
 
Moving Beyond Memorization 
Which instructional shift could help strengthen civic understanding in your classroom? 
 

​Adding inquiry-based questions 
​ Incorporating discussion or debate 
​Using current legislation examples 
​ Including stakeholder analysis 
​Adding simulations or mock hearings 
​Connecting legislation to local issues 
​Allowing students to evaluate policy outcomes 
​Other: __________________________________ 

 
 
Planning for Student Thinking 
 
Complete the chart below. 
 
 

Current Activity Possible Instructional Shift How the Shift Supports 
Civic Understanding 

Example: Students label a 
legislative flowchart 

Students analyze why a bill 
stalled in committee 

Encourages students to 
examine decision-making and 
legislative influence 

   

   

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                             



 

Part 3: Classroom Application 
 
One Small Change 
 
Identify one realistic instructional adjustment you could incorporate into future legislative 
process instruction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection 
How could this adjustment help students move beyond memorizing procedures toward deeper 
civic understanding? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Takeaway 
Effective civics instruction helps students understand not only how laws are created, but also 
how public participation, negotiation, representation, and decision-making shape government 
systems and public policy. 

                                                                             


