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	Content/Topic:  Through the Lens of the Wild: A Photographic Journey Through The Carnival of the Animals 
                     
	Developed By:  Robin Voss

	Grade level: 
	Lesson Length/Time:  2-4 lessons

	Lesson Format: (Check)
	In-person
	x

	Virtual -SYNC
	x

	Virtual -ASYN
	x

	Hybrid
	x



	Materials Needed
Links to “The Carnival of Animals” as a whole; links to the 14 individual sections of “The Carnival of Animals”; Chromebooks, band/orchestra instruments; Google Slides or Google Docs

	Standard(s): What content standard(s) and or/curriculum context is my focus for this lesson?

	Anchor Standard 4: I can organize work for presentation and documentation to reflect specific content, ideas, skills, and or media. 

	Learning Objective(s) aligned to standard(s):  What will the student know or be able to do by the end of the lesson? Make sure this is aligned with the intent and rigor of the standard(s). 
	The student will be able to research and identify renowned wildlife photographers who have captured images of the animals (and pianists!) in the 14 sections of “The Carnival of Animals”. They will compile and present a selection of the work and will incorporate the music from the specific piece as background for the visual presentation. 
In addition, the student will identify the camera settings and isolate composition tactics used in each piece. 

	Success Criteria: How will I define and describe success? This is a list of features that you will want students to include in their work during the lesson aligning to the rigor of the objective. This includes what you want the students to say, do, make, or write to show progress toward the learning objective(s).
	I will describe success in using a rubric (attached). 
Rubric for Photos
Features included in a successful presentation:
· Identification of the number and content of the selected piece
· A thorough biography of the photographer
· A description of the type of photography that the photographer typically uses (wildlife, portraits etc)
· Be able to express why they believe the animal was the best choice for the piece of music it represents
· select a variety of photos depicting the animal from this photographer

	Student Check-in Strategy (ies): How will I connect with each student to check in on their learning readiness and to build relationships with each of them?
	Each class period, I will have a short meeting with each group to ensure that they are working forward in a productive manner. I’ll give them time to ask for clarification and for reflection on what they have already completed. 

	Connections to Prior Learning/ Setting Purpose (Opening): How is this lesson connected to prior learning or other content? Why is this lesson important? How will I grab students’ attention to ensure they engage quickly?
	I would most likely assign this particular lesson toward the end of the school year, after the students have had time to learn about composition, tone, mood, and manual camera settings. The challenge here would be to combine photography to the musical piece in a way that makes sense. The students will have prior knowledge of most of the animals represented. We will conduct an introductory lesson about orchestral music and will listen to the individual pieces. The lesson is important because it will give the students insight into classical music types as well as into well-known photographers. Throughout my class I like to find examples of people who have made photography their careers so the material becomes more relevant to the students. 


	New Learning:
· Direct Instruction - How will I present the content to ensure students meet the rigor of the objectives?
· [bookmark: _heading=h.hh1o28rmysgy]Guided Practice -How will I assist students in engaging with and owning new content to ensure students meet the rigor of the objectives?

	Tone and mood is an important aspect of photography. Photographers will often use this in communicating with the audience. Same as with music. The composer also communicates tone through choices of instruments, speed of play, etc. For example, in the section about the long-eared animals, there is communicated a sense of speed and levity, a lightness in the frolicking. The student would be charged to recreate this same tone in the choice of photographs.  
I will assist the students by checking their work at the end of the class period, review what has been created, and discuss any points that I feel need to be established or clarified. 

	Practice: How will students interact with the learning content and with each other? What will the students be doing?
	The students will interact with the learning content first by listening to the pieces. I will make the link available in the assignment so that they can go back on their Chromebook and further listen to the piece. They will also have links so that they can research and find photographers who have extensively photographed their assigned animal.  The students will have access to the section they have been assigned so that they can compare the piece to the animal and the animal’s characteristics. 
If the students are paired, they will work together and share the content. 

	Differentiation: How will the lesson accommodate individual student needs for academic success?

	This lesson will reach all levels because photography is conducted across all levels. The material from the music is easy to grasp, as is the animal. Students will have prior knowledge of most of the animals. The challenge will be to find photographers. I will closely monitor the student activity. 

	Assessment/Product/Student Work: What is the student work? How will success toward the objective be measured?

	The student work will be a final Google Slide presentation that will highlight both the animal assigned and the photographer selected. In the case of some animals who may not have been extensively photographed by one particular photographer, the student will be allowed to use multiple photographers. The slides will be presented with background music of the specific section of “The Carnival of Animals” playing on a loop. Success will be measured by the completion and presentation of the slide presentation. 


	Lesson Reflection/Closure: How will I have students reflect on their learning about one of the following: the learning objective, the success criteria, and an exemplar?
	At the end of the presentations, I will have the students write an exit ticket about how they feel the assignment went. They will also have the opportunity to write about the presentations that they enjoyed the most, and the least, and why. 

	Guiding Questions for Planning:
· Does the lesson objective align with the rigor of the standard?
· Do all components of the lesson align with the rigor of the lesson objective?
· Does the plan include student engagement opportunities in every component of the lesson?
 (1. The Opening (Need for the learning), 2. New Learning, 3. Practice, 4. Assessment/Product, 5. Reflection on the learning)
· Where are opportunities for student collaboration to enhance understanding of the objective?



