Rigorous Writing Rubric: The Autobiography of a Rock

Earth Science Department

Project Overview

Students are tasked with writing a five-paragraph narrative from the perspective of a rock trav-
eling through the rock cycle. This rubric evaluates both scientific proficiency and formal writing

mechanics.
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Teacher Key: Content Checklist

Use this key to ensure students have met the minimum scientific requirements for a passing grade:

« Igneous Phase: Did they mention cooling/hardening? Did they specify if it was under-
ground (magma) or above (lava)?

+ Sedimentary Phase: Did they include weathering/erosion (breaking down) AND com-
paction/cementation (gluing together)?

« Metamorphic Phase: Did they specify heat and pressure without melting?

* The Loop: Does the conclusion explain that the cycle is continuous and will never truly
nendn?



