
 
 

Case Study 1: 1677 John Foster Map of New England 

Instructions: Using what you have learned about critical cartography, work together as a team to 

deconstruct the map. Interpret how the map shapes the meaning and perception of a place and promotes 

a particular point of view. Use the questions to guide your analysis and record your answers in the space 

provided or on a separate sheet of paper. 

 
This is the first map known to have been published in the English colonies of North America. This map, 

attributed to John Foster, was printed in William Hubbard's Narrative of the Troubles with the Indians. The 

layout of the map might be confusing because it orients the western part of New England along the top of 

the page and the northern regions (including the White Hills of what is now New Hampshire) along the 

right side. 

 

 
Questions: 
1) Examine the map for clues to identify the 

context of its production. What is the map’s 

subject, who made the map, and when was it 

made? 

 

 

 

2) Identify cartographic map elements, such as 

the title, scale, symbols, map legend, or 

compass rose. What elements are present and 

how do these elements shape perception of a 

place’s identity? 

 

 

 

 

3) Identify non-cartographic map elements, such as text, illustrations, or other design choices. What 

elements do you notice and how do these elements shape perception of place’s identity? 

 

 

 

 

 
4) Reflect on your answers to the previous questions. What points of view or biases does this map 

promote? How do the map elements identified serve the map’s point of view or inherent bias? 



 
 

Case Study 2: 1773 James Cook Map of South Carolina 

Instructions: Using what you have learned about critical cartography, work together as a team to 

deconstruct the map. Interpret how the map shapes the meaning and perception of a place and promotes 

a particular point of view. Use the questions to guide your analysis and record your answers in the space 

provided or on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

In 1770, the South Carolina provincial government commissioned surveyor James Cook to make a new 

map of the entire province, which he completed in 1773. At the time of its completion, the map was 

reportedly the most detailed and accurate printed map of South Carolina, especially of the interior. The map 

is very detailed, showing prominent landowners, as well as many navigation notes, reflective of James 

Cook's maritime background. 

 
Questions: 

1) Examine the map for clues to identify the 

context of its production. What is the map’s 

subject, who made the map, and when was it 

made? 

 

 

 

2) Identify cartographic map elements, such 

as the title, scale, symbols, map legend, or 

compass rose. What elements are present and 

how do these elements shape perception of a 

place’s identity? 

 

 

 

3) Identify non-cartographic map elements, 

such as text, illustrations, or other design choices. What elements do you notice and how do these 

elements shape perception of a place’s identity? 

 

 

 

 

4) Reflect on your answers to the previous questions. What points of view or biases does this map 

promote? How do the map elements identified serve the map’s point of view or inherent bias? 

 

  



 
 

Case Study 3: 1949 Halsey Map of Charleston 

Instructions: Using what you have learned about critical cartography, work together as a team to 

deconstruct the map. Interpret how the map shapes the meaning and perception of a place and promotes 

a particular point of view. Use the questions to guide your analysis and record your answers in the space 

provided or on a separate sheet of paper. 

 
Alfred O. Halsey’s “Historic Charleston on a Map” shows how the city’s landscape has evolved 

over time. The map overlays the city as it appeared in 1949 with what the Charleston peninsula 

looked like when the first English colonist arrived in 1670. The Halsey Map emphasizes 

Charleston’s evolving waterfront, fortifications, and public buildings. It also chronicles the paths 

of fires, and other significant or disastrous events in the city’s history. 

 

 

Questions: 

1) Examine the map for clues to identify the context of 

its production. What is the map’s subject, who made 

the map, and when was it made? 

 

 

 

2) Identify cartographic map elements, such as the 

title, scale, symbols, map legend, or compass rose. 

What elements are present and how do these elements 

shape perception of a place’s identity? 

 

 

 

3) Identify non-cartographic map elements, such as 

text, illustrations, or other design choices. What 

elements do you notice and how do these elements 

shape perception of a place’s identity? 

 

 

 

4) Reflect on your answers to the previous questions. What points of view or biases does this map 

promote? How do the map elements identified serve the map’s point of view or inherent bias? 

 


