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Behind the Pottery: Studying Colonoware 

Activity Worksheet 

 

Folded strip roulette decorated colonoware. Image from the Drayton Hall Archaeological Collection. 

 

Instructions: Answer the questions in this worksheet as you complete the activity. 

Questions 1-3 should be completed before the activity. Questions 4-7 should be 

completed during the activity. Question 8 should be answered at the end of the 

activity. 

Question 1: What is an artifact? Give an example. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.draytonhall.org/drayton-hall-participates-in-identifying-ways-to-recognize-potting-traditions-of-west-african-enslaved)
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Question 2: Write down three things you learned about colonoware (Hint: Who made 

colonoware? Where is colonoware found? What does colonoware look like?). 

 

 

 

Question 3: What is experimental archaeology? 

 

 

 

Question 4: Describe what a roulette is and the roulette making process. Was making the 

roulette easy or difficult? 

 

 

 

 

Question 5: Draw the pattern made in the clay by the roulette in the square below and describe 

its shape. Is the pattern similar or different to the pattern seen in the colonoware sherds? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 6: What object from home did you use to decorate the pottery with? 
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Question 7: Draw the pattern made in the clay by the object you brought from home and 

describe its shape. How is the pattern similar and how is it different from the pattern made by the 

roulette? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 8: Imagine if an archaeologist found your “sherd” decorated with your object from 

home hundreds of years from now. How might this decoration reflect your individual interests, 

who you are, your background, and/or where you come from? 

 

 


