Student Inquiry Station Cards
Lesson: Mapping the Unknown - The Lewis and Clark Expedition and the Changing West

Jefferson’s Instructions

Background:
In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson asked Congress to fund a small expedition to
explore the new land the United States bought from France. He wanted maps of the new
territory, information about plants and animals, and friendly relationships with the Native
nations.
Your Task:

1. Identify who is involved and what they wanted or needed.

2. Record your answers on your Rote & Relationships organizer.

3. Answer the question below.
Station Question:

How did the government help make the Lewis and Clark Expedition possible?

Winter with the Mandan

Background:
During the winter of 1804-1805, the Corps of Discovery stayed near the Mandan villages
(in today’s North Dakota). The Mandan were farmers and traders. They shared food,
information, and land for the explorers to build a fort and survive the cold.
Your Task:

1. Identify who is involved and what each group gained or provided.

2. Record your answers on your Rote & Relationships organizer.

3. Answer the question below.

Station Question:

Why was Mandan help important to the expedition’s success?
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Watkuweis and Nimiipuu (Nez Perce)

Background:
When the expedition met the Nimiipuu (Nez Perce), some wanted to attack the strangers.
A woman named Watuweis spoke up and reminded people that she had once been
helped by white traders. Because of her, the Nimiipuu chose to help Lewis and Clark
instead of harming them.
Your Task:

1. Identify who is involved and what choice was made.

2. Record your answers on your Rote & Relationships organizer.

3. Answer the question below.
Station Question:

How did one person’s decision change the expedition’s outcome?

Spanish-Speaking Lands in the West

Background:
Before the Louisiana Purchase, much of the land in the West had been controlled by
Spain. Spanish officials worried that U.S. explorers might travel into or claim Spanish
areas. Some Spanish leaders even sent patrols to watch Lewis and Clark’s route.
Your Task:

1. Identify who is involved and what each group gained or provided.

2. Record your answers on your Rote & Relationships organizer.

3. Answer the question below.

Station Question:

How might Spanish-speaking people have felt about the U.S. exploring farther west?
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