
Sea to Shining Sea: The Mexican-American War 
Perspective Role Cards 

 

President James K. Polk 
 

Who I am: President of the United States 
during the war. I believe the nation 
should reach from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. 
 
What I care about: Texas, the border at 
the Rio Grande, buying land, national 
pride. 
 
Sentence starters: 
 

●​ “I believe the United States should 
_____ because _____ . 

●​ “The treaty is good because it 
_____.” 

Mexican Soldier  
from Veracruz 

 
Who I am: A defender of Veracruz during 
the siege. 
 
What I care about: Protecting my city, 
my family’s safety, and pride in Mexico. 
 
Sentence starters: 
 

●​ “During the siege we _____ and I 
felt _____.” 

●​ The treaty means _____ for my 
home.” 

U.S. Soldier in  
Taylor’s Army 

 
Who I am: A volunteer or regular who 
fought at Palo Alto or Buena Vista. 
 
What I care about:  Following orders, 
winning battles, going home safe. 
 
Sentence starters: 
 

●​ “At the battle of _____ we _____.” 
●​ “I think the war _____ Manifest 

Destiny because _____.” 

Mexican Civilian 
in Mexico City 

 
Who I am: A shopkeeper who saw the 
fighting near Chapultepec. 
 
What I care about: Safety, food, peace, 
the flag of Mexico. 
 
Sentence starters: 
 

●​ “When the fighting reached our city, 
_____.” 

●​ “After the treaty, my life _____.” 
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Nicholas Trist, U.S. Envoy  
 
Who I am: The American who helped 
finish the peace treaty even when told to 
stop. 
 
What I care about: Ending the war, 
making peace terms, avoiding more 
deaths. 
 
Sentence starters: 
 

●​ “I stayed to finish the treaty 
because _____.” 

●​ “The agreement changed the map 
by _____.” 

San Patricio Soldier  
 
Who I am: An Irish Catholic immigrant 
who fought for Mexico at Churubusco. 
 
What I care about: Fair treatment, faith, 
standing with my unit. 
 
Sentence starters: 
 

●​ “I joined the San Patricios because 
_____.” 

●​ “In the battle, we _____ and felt 
_____.” 

Californio Rancher  
(Alta California) 

 
Who I am: A Spanish-speaking 
landowner in California during the U.S. 
takeover. 
 
What I care about: My land, my 
language, new laws, who is in charge. 
 
Sentence starters: 
 

●​ “When new soldiers arrived, 
_____.” 

●​ “I worry that the treaty will _____.” 

Abolitionist in the U.S.  
 
Who I am: A person who wants to end 
slavery and worries the war adds slave 
states. 
 
What I care about: Human rights, fair 
laws, free states. 
 
Sentence starters: 
 

●​ “I oppose this war because _____.” 
●​ “The new land might _____, which 

is a problem because _____.” 
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