
Sea to Shining Sea: The Mexican-American War 
HIN Video Facilitation Guide 

 

Use this guide to pause the video, ask short questions, and model how to complete the Guided 
Notes organizer. This script aligns with sections A-G of the student notes. 

Day 1 

Teacher Prompt (Say/Do) Model Student Note (Write in Organizer) 

Pause 1: Manifest Destiny & Annexation of 
Texas 
~2:24 
 
Say: “Underline Manifest Destiny and annex 
in your vocabulary box. Why might annexing 
Texas cause a problem between the U.S. and 
Mexico?” 

B - Vocabulary: Manifest Destiny, annex. 
 
C - Causes #1: Manifest Destiny and 
annexation of Texas created tension between 
the U.S. and Mexico. 

Pause 2:  Border Dispute ~ 3:07 
 
Say: “Look at your Do Now map. The U.S. 
said the border was at the Rio Grande, Mexico 
said it was at the Nueces River. Write what 
Polk did next.” 

B - Vocabulary: border 
 
C - Event #1: U.S. moves troops into disputed 
land between the Rio Grande and Nueces. 
 

Pause 3: Thornton Affair & First Battles ~ 
3:48 
 
Say: :The fighting has started. What were the 
first battles called?” 

C - Effect #1: Thornton Affair begins war, 
battles at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma. 
 
D - People/Places/Tech: Zarchary Taylor; Palo 
Alto; Resaca de la Palma; flying artillery. 

Pause 4: Congress Declares War / 
Opposition ~6:01 
 
Say: “Congress declares war. But some 
leaders, Calhoun and Lincoln, disagree. Why 
might people oppose it?” 

C - Causes #2: Congress declares war; some 
leaders oppose it. 
 
C - Event #2: Debate at home (Calhoun, 
Lincoln); volunteers join army. 
 
D - People: Calhoun, Lincoln 

Pause 5: Monterrey Armistice / Polk’s 
Anger ~6:57​
 
Say: “Taylor won but let the Mexicans go. How 
did Polk respond?” 

C - Effect #2: U.S. wins at Monterrey but Polk 
is angry; replaces Taylor with Scott. 
 
D - People: Winfield Scott.  
 
D - Places: Monterrey. 
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Day 2 

Teacher Prompt (Say/Do) Model Student Note (Write in Organizer) 

Pause 6: Battle of Buena Vista ~8:24 
 
Say: “Taylor’s outnumbered at Buena Vista. 
What happens to Santa Anna?” 

C - Event #3: Taylor wins at Buena Vista; 
Santa Ana recalled to Mexico City due to riots. 
 
D - People: Santa Anna. 
D - Places: Buena Vista. 

Pause 7:  Veracruz Amphibious Landing ~ 
9:19 
 
Say: “An amphibious landing means soldiers 
came by ship. Why was this new or 
important?” 

D - Tech/Tactics: Amphibious landing; siege. 
D - Places: Veracruz. 
 
F - b: A battle that mattered was Veracruz 
because it opened the road to Mexico City. 
 

Pause 8: Cerro Gordo & Churubusco (San 
Patricios) ~ 10:13 
 
Say: : Who were the San Patricios, and which 
side did they fight for?” 

C - Causes #3: Mexico defends city; San 
Patricios join Mexico. 
 
D - People: San Patricios. 
D- Places: Churubusco. 

Pause 9: Chapultepec & Los Ninos Heroes 
~11:16 
 
Say: “What happened at Chapultepec, and 
what do the cadets show about Mexico’s 
defense?” 

C - Effect #3:Chapultepec falls; U.S. reaches 
Mexico City 
 
D - Places: Chapultepec. 
Note: Los Ninos Heroes = bravery 

Pause 10: Monterrey Armistice / Polk’s 
Anger ~12:28​
 
Say: “What did the U.S. gain from the treaty, 
and what did Mexico lose?” 

C - Effect (final): Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo; 
U.S. pays $15 million; gains Mexican Cession 
 
D - People: Nicholas Trist. 
 
E- Map Mini-Task: Label Rio Grande, Nueces, 
and Mexican Cession 
 
F- c/d: Treaty gave up land; U.S. reached the 
Pacific. 
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End of Video Reflection 
 
Say: “Turn to section A. Write one sentence to 
summarize what you learned about this war.” 

A - Big idea: “The Mexican-American War 
began with a border dispute and ended with 
new U.S. territories reaching the Pacific.” 

Closure  / Exit Sentence (G) 
 
Say: “Finish this sentence using your notes: 
Because ______, the U.S. and Mexico went to 
war, which led to ______.” 

G - Exit Sentence: “Because the U.S. annexed 
Texas and sent troops into disputed land, the 
U.S. and Mexico went to war, which led to the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the Mexican 
Cession.” 

Teaching Tips 

●​ Write the current section of the Guided Notes on the board before each pause (e.g., “C - 
Causes #1). 

●​ During each pause, give 30-45 seconds for writing, then discuss briefly before resuming. 
●​ Encourage students to use their own words; model clear, short phrases (no copying full 

sentences). 
●​ For students struggling writing, allow drawing icons (flag for U.S., cactus for Mexico, etc.) 

next to notes. 
●​ Remind students that their notes will help with the Choice Board project. 

Connections to Supporting Questions 

Supporting Question Video Segments 

1.​ Why did the U.S. and Mexico disagree 
about the border of Texas? 

Pauses 1-2 

2.​ What actions or choices led to war? Pauses 2-4 

3.​ How did the war change the map of 
North America? 

Pauses 6-10 
 

4.​ How did different people feel about 
the war? 

Pauses 7-9 (San Patricios, Ninos Heroes) 

5.​ Did the war help or hurt the idea of 
Manifest Destiny? 

Entire video, focus on final discussion 
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After the Video 

1.​ Students finish Sections E-G of Guided Notes. 
2.​ Review answers orally before collecting or moving into Perspective Cards and Choice 

Board 
3.​ Display class Guiding Questions chart and fill in 2-3 bullets from the discussion. 
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