
Sea to Shining Sea: The Mexican-American War Choice Board 

Choose one. All products must include: 
●​ At least 1 map detail 
●​ At least 1 perspective detail 
●​ At least 2 facts from the video or notes 

 

Postcard from 1848 
 

Front: Draw a scene from the 
war or the new territory. 
 
Back: Write to a friend. 
 
 
Starter lines: 
 
“Dear _________, I am in 
_________. I saw ________. 
The treaty changed _______. I 
feel ________ because 
________.” 
 
Checklist: 
 
[ ] Place name 
[ ] One event or person 
[ ] How the map changed 
[ ] How someone felt 

Cause-Event-Effect 
Trifold 

 
Fold paper in thirds. 
 
Label columns: Cause, Event, 
Effect.  
 
Fill with at least 3 causes, 4 
events, 4 effects. 
 
 Add small drawings. 
 
Checklist: 
 
[ ] At least 11 total boxes filled 
[ ] One map note 
[ ] One technology or tactic 

Short Paragraph (CER) 
 

Prompt: “Did the 
Mexican-American War help or 
hurt the idea of Manifest 
Destiny?” 
 
Write 5-7 sentences. 
 
 Use the frame if needed: 
 
“I think the war helped/hurt 
Manifest Destiny because 
__________. 
One example is __________. 
This changed the map by 
__________. People like 
__________ felt __________ 
because __________. So the 
war __________ the idea of 
Manifest Destiny. 
 
Checklist: 
 
[ ] Clear claim that answers the 
question 
[ ] Two pieces of evidence from 
the video, map, or notes 
[ ] Reason that explains why the 
evidence supports the claim 
[ ] At least one map detail 
(territory, border, or river) 
[ ] At least one perspective detail 
(how a person or group felt) 
[ ] Complete sentences, correct 
spelling, and punctuation 
 

 
Rubric: 

3 — Meets all checks with correct facts and clear ideas 
2 — Missing one check or one fact is weak 
1 — Two or more checks missing or facts incorrect 
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