
Guided Notes 
Lesson: Mapping the Unknown - The Lewis and Clark Expedition and the Changing West 

 
Part A — Do Now: Packing for Discovery 
Imagine the President of the United States tells you to explore a place no one in your 
group has seen. You will be gone for almost 2 years. You cannot buy anything once you 
leave.  
 

1.​ List five things you would pack and briefly explain why. 
 
 

Item Why I Would Bring It 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 
After Discussion: 
Write one sentence explaining what you think would be hardest about this journey: 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Part B — Background: Who Were Lewis and Clark? 
Fill in the blanks as your teacher reviews the background. 
 

1.​ In 1803, the United States bought a large piece of land from 

____________________ called the ______________________________. 

2.​ President  ______________________________ wanted the land explored. 

3.​ He chose  ______________________________ Lewis and  

______________________ Clark to lead a group called the  

______________________________. 

4.​ Their job was to map the land, study plants and animals, and build relationships 

with the  ______________________________ who already lived there. 
 
 
Part C: The Lewis and Clark Expedition, Introduction (Video Part 1) 
As we watch, write down the main reasons for the expedition. 
 
The U.S. sent Lewis and Clark to: 
 

1.​ ________________________________________________________________ 

2.​ ________________________________________________________________ 

3.​ ________________________________________________________________ 

4.​ __________________________________________________________ (bonus) 

Government helped by: 

●​ Asking ______________________________ for money 

●​ Giving Lewis ___________________________ and 

____________________________ 

●​ Telling him to be friendly with ______________________________  
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Part D: Mapping the Journey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On your map:  
●​ Circle the starting point: St. Louis 
●​ Trace the Missouri River 
●​ Draw the Rocky Mountains 
●​ Put a star near the Pacific Coast 

Color code your notes: 
●​ Yellow = challenge/problem they 

faced 
●​ Green = help/ally (friendly Native 

nation, guide, interpreter) 
●​ Blue = discovery/change (new plant, 

animal, or place) 

 
Write 1 example of each below: 

●​ Yellow challenge: __________________________________________________ 

●​ Green help: ______________________________________________________ 

●​ Blue discovery: ____________________________________________________ 
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Part E: The Journey Begins (Video Part 2) 
Different Native nations reacted in different ways. 
 
Complete the chart: 
 

Native nation or group How they reacted Result for the expedition 

Otoes / Arikaras _______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

Mandan _______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

Teton / Lakota Sioux _______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

 

Which reaction caused the most trouble? ____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Why? ________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Part F: Ocian in View (Video Part 3) 
As we watch, list the tools or solutions Lewis and Clark used and why. 
 

Tool / Solution Why they needed it Effect on the land / 
environment 

Keelboat / boats _______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

Portage carts _______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

Horses from Shoshone _______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

Dugout canoes _______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

What did Lewis hope to find at the Continental Divide? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

What did he actually find? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Part G: A Heroes’ Welcome (Video Part 4) 

1.​ One good result of the expedition was _________________________________. 

2.​ Another good result was ____________________________________________. 

3.​ One consequence for Native peoples was ______________________________. 

4.​ Why might some people say the expedition was “worth it”? _________________ 

________________________________________________________________. 
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5.​ Why might some people not agree? ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________. 

 

Part H: Inquiry Stations (choose 2 to complete) 

Jefferson’s Message 

Jefferson wanted the expedition to __________________________________________ 

because ______________________________________________________________. 

Mandan Winter 

The Mandan helped the expedition by _______________________________________ 

and the Corps learned ___________________________________________________. 

Watkuweis (Nimiipuu woman) 

Her choice was important because _________________________________________. 

Spanish Context 

Spain cared about this land because ________________________________________. 

 

Part I: Final Thought 
In your own words, answer the question: 
 
How did the Lewis and Clark Expedition change what Americans knew ad how 
they treated the people already in the West? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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