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Outplaying the Opponent: Comparing kational Numbers in Sports
Part 1: Number Line Face-Off

1. Place the following pairs of rational numbers on the number line. Then, compare
them using <, >, or =.

a)-1/2 and -3/4 B S e e S e e I
6 -5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 2 3 4 5 6

b) 2.5 and 2.75 ++—————tttt>
6 5 4 3 -2 -1 01 2 3 4 5 6

Tttt
¢)-1and 0.5 6-5-4-32-1 012 345 6

2. Compare the numbers below without a number line. Write a comparison statement
using <, >, or =,

a)-5/8 -3/4 ——tt+++o+++t+++Pp
- 6 5 -4 -3-2-1 012 3 45 6

b) 1.25 1.2 —— o +t+t++++Pp
6 5 -4 -3-2-1 012 3 45 6

c)-3___ -238 ——t—t+++o+++t+++Pp
6 5 -4 -3-2-1 012 3 4 5 6

Part 2: Real-World Mathlete Challenges

Instructions: Solve the following sports-related problems. Show your work and write
comparison statements using the correct symbols.

1. Golf Masters: In golf, lower scores are better. Pro Golfer A scores -6 (6 under par) for
the tournament. Pro Golfer B scores -8 (8 under par).

a) Who has the better (lower) score?

b) Write a comparison statement using <, >, or = to compare the golfers' scores.

2. Football Frenzy: The Wildcats had a rough first quarter. Play 1 resulted in a loss of 8
yards. Play 2 resulted in a gain of 5 yards.

a) Which play had a better outcome for the Wildcats? ‘ﬁ)

b) Write a comparison statement to compare the yardage gained/lost on each play.




3. Swimming Showdown: Two swimmers competed in the 100-meter freestyle. Swimmer
A finished in 58.25 seconds, and Swimmer B finished in 57.8 seconds.

a) Who won the race? (Remember, faster times are better in swimming!)
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b) Write a comparison statement to compare the swimmers' times.

Part 3: Beyond the Game

1. Temperature Trouble: The temperature in Alaska is -10°F. The temperature in Florida is
75°F. Write a comparison statement using <, >, or = to compare the temperatures.

2. Money Matters: Maria has -$15 in her bank account (she owes money). Javier has $30
in his bank account. Write a comparison statement using <, >, or = to compare their

account balances. i

Bonus: Create your own real-world problem where you need to compare two rational numbers.
Write the problem and the solution below.



