
DNA Article - Exploring Family Fingerprints

What We Wanted to Explore: We set out to investigate if certain fingerprint patterns, such as 

loops and arches, are inherited within families.

Our Method: We gathered fingerprints from seven members of our family across different 

generations, including kids, parents, and grandparents. Using ink, we carefully made prints of 

their thumbs and ring fingers. Then, we examined these prints under a microscope to study the 

unique lines and patterns.

What We Discovered: We noticed that some fingerprint patterns seemed to run in our family, 

suggesting a genetic link. Even though each person had their own distinct fingerprints, siblings 

tended to share similarities. This hints that our fingerprints are influenced by both our genes, 

inherited from our parents, and the environment we experienced before we were born.

Why It Matters: Understanding how fingerprints are passed down can help us improve 

fingerprint technology, like the ones used to unlock smartphones.

Future Investigations: To further validate our findings, we plan to study more families. 

Additionally, we're eager to delve deeper into the mechanics of fingerprint technology to better 

understand how it works.


