
 

 Historical Photograph Analysis Worksheet  
 
For this activity you will be viewing two historical photographs and two short 

documentary films. Photographs are useful sources of information. However, it is 

important to use written primary sources and / or secondary sources when analyzing 

historical photographs to better understand the information presented in them. Using 

photographic evidence in conjunction with written accounts, archaeological research, 

and secondary background information is important for correctly interpreting a 

photograph and making an accurate claim or conclusion. 

 
1. Observe this first photograph. What do you see? What details do you notice 

about the image? What questions do you have about this photograph? 

 
 

 
2. Next, watch the Fort Lamar – The Swamp Angel documentary short. Write down 

any unfamiliar terms from the documentary in the space below. 

 
 

 
3. Look at the first photograph again. After watching the Fort Lamar – The Swamp 

Angel short documentary, is there anything in this photograph that you now 

understand that you previously did not? Was there anything you thought you 

knew that was proven incorrect by the documentary? 

 
 

 
4. Look at this second photograph. This image is from the same year and place as 

the previous photograph. What similarities do these images have? What is 

different? What information does this image give that the first did not? 

 
 

 
5. Watch the Artillery in 4 Minutes film. After watching this video, is there anything in 

the second photograph that you now notice or understand that you previously did 

not? 

 
 

 
6. Review the unfamiliar terms you listed for question number 2. Use these terms to 

create a crossword puzzle and trade your puzzle with a classmate’s puzzle. 
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