STUDENT WORKSHEET

NAME:

ENERGY SOURCES

Have students use the information at the websites provided to answer the list of questions for each source of energy.

BIOMASS
www.eia.gov/kids/energy-sources/biomass/

What does Biomass mean and what does it contain?

Name five things that are biomass materials.

What is the most common biomass material?

How can biomass energy impact the environment?

COAL
www.eia.gov/kids/energy-sources/coal/

Describe the physical properties of coal.

How does coal form?

What country has the largest known coal reserves in the world?

How many states mine coal?

List six uses of coal in the everyday world.

GEOTHERMAL
www.eia.gov/kids/energy-sources/geothermal/

|

What does the word “geothermal” mean?

What is geothermal energy?

Where is geothermal energy found?

Name two ways people have used direct geothermal energy?

How has Iceland used geothermal energy?

HYDRO
www.eia.gov/kids/energy-sources/hydropower/

Hydroelectric power generates what type of energy?

Explain how the hydroelectricity affects the environment.

What 3 states hold over one-half of the total U.S. hydroelectric capacity for electricity?

and

Most dams in the United States were not built to provide electricity, but for

and

NATURAL GAS
www.eia.gov/kids/energy-sources/natural-gas/

How is natural gas formed?

List six ways we use natural gas everyday in the United States.

Compared to other energy sources, is natural gas considered to have a positive or
negative effect on the environment?

OIL (PETROLEUM)
www.eia.gov/kids/energy-sources/oil/

How is oil formed?

What does the word “petroleum” mean?

Describe crude oil and where it is found.

List six products that crude oil is used to make that are used everyday in the United
States.

What is the leading cause of petroleum sources in North American waters?

SOLAR
www.eia.gov/kids/energy-sources/solar/

What is solar energy?

Solar energy is converted into what energy?

Give two examples of how solar energy is used.

What do solar cells do?

What do solar power plants do?

What are the two main disadvantages to solar energy?

Explain how solar energy is beneficial for the environment.

URANIUM (NUCLEAR ENERGY)
www.eia.gov/kids/energy-sources/uranium/

What is nuclear energy?

What percentage of nuclear electricity is generated in the United States?
How many nuclear power plants are in the United States today?

What do nuclear power plants generate?

Describe the effects nuclear power has on the environment.

WIND
www.eia.gov/kids/energy-sources/wind/

What is wind and how is it caused?

What did American colonists use windmills for?

What do wind turbines produce?

Describe a wind power plant.

Describe the physical properties of natural gas.

Describe the effects of wind turbines on the environment.




