
Before Brown: Organizing for Equal Opportunities –  
Video Guide Questionnaire 

 
1. What was the name of the college Modjeska Simkins attended? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Describe the school’s ongoing financial struggles: 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What was Rebecca Monteith fighting for in her petition? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What was the outcome of her victory? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Describe the lack of resources in Clarendon County despite the rise in teacher 
salary: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Explain how the fight for transportation became a fight for school equality: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What was the Brown vs. Board of Education ruling? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. If you were an African American with a child in school during this time period, 
how would you have reacted to the treatment and lack of resources the African 
American students were receiving? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Why do you think these parents continued sending their children to school 
anyways?____________________________________________________________________ 


